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trumpets...they shall be used by vou to summon the congrégation and to announce the departure of the
camps. There are two ways in which people become bound as a group—as a community, a society,
ora nation‘. The first is when they Jate a commion enerly. They band together for mutual protec-
tion, knowing that only by so doing can they survive. Lhis phenomenon extends far beyond Homo
sapiens. Animals, too, come together in herds or flocks to defend themselves against predators.
Such a group ) 1s a machangh—a camp, a defensive formation.

There is a quite different form of association. People can come together because they share a
vision, an aspiration, a set of ideals. This is the meaning of edah, a congregation. Edah 1s Telared To
the word ed, a witness. An edah is not a defensive formarion but a creative one. People join to do
together what none of them could achieve alone. A society built around 2 shared project, a vision of
the common good, is not a machaneh but an edah—not a camp, but a congregation.

These are not just two types of groups, but in the most profound sense, two different ways of ex-
isting and relating o the world. A camp is brought into being by what happens to it from the outside.

WDHgI‘ES‘d[lOH comes INto existence by mieltial decision., I e TOTHIer 15 Teactive, the latter proac-
tive. The first is a response to what has happened (o the group in the past. The second represents
“ji?ithe group seeks to achieve in the future, Whereas camps exist even i tHe ariral Kingdom,
congregalions are uniquely human. They flow from the human ability to think, speak, communicate,
envision a society different from any that has existed in the past, and to collaborate to bring it about.

Jews are a people in both these iwo quite different ways. Our ancestors became a machaneh in
Egypt, forged together in the crucible of slavery and suffering. They were different. They were not
Egyptians. They were Hebrews—a word which means “on the other side, an outsider.”

Ever since, Jews have known that we are thrown together by circumstance. We share a history
all too often written in tears. This is the covenant of fate. This is not a purely negative phenomenot‘:.
It gives rise to a powerful sense that we are part of a single story—that what we have in common

, B e

is stronger than the things that separate us. Qur fate does not distinguish between aristocrats and

common folk. between rich and poor. between a prince garbed in the royal purple and the nanmer

begging from door to door, between the pietist and the assimilationist. Even though we speak a
plethora of languages, even though we are inhabitants of different lands, we still share the same
fate. If the Jew in the hovel is beaten, then the security of the Jew in the palace is endangered. Do
not think that you, of all the Jews, will escape with your life by being in the king’s palace (Es. 4:13).

It leads also to a sense of shared suffering. When we pray for the recovery of a sick person, we
do so “among all the sick of Israel.” When we comfort a mourner, we do so “among all the other

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.” We weep together. We celebrate together. This in turn leads to |

shared responsibility: “All Israel are sureties for one another.” And this leads to collective action in
the field of welfare, charity and deeds of loving kindness. As Maimonides puts it: All Israclites and
those who have attached themselves to them are to one another like brothers, as it is said, You are children
of the Lord your God (Deut. 14: 1). If brother shows no compassion to brother, who then will? To-whom
shall the poor of Israel raise their eyes? To the heathens who hate and persecute them? Their eyes are there-

fore lifted to their brothers (Hilchos Matnos Aniyim 10:2).

izl [ All these are dimensions of the covenant of fate, born in the experience of slavery in Egypt. But
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there is an additional elerment of Jewish 1dentity: ThZ COVETAI Of destiny (brit ye ud)—entered into
at Mount Sinai. This defines the people Israel not as the object of persecution but the subject of a
unique vocation, to become a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (Ex. 19:6). Under this covenant,
the Jewish people is defined not by what others do to it, but by the task it has undertaken, the role
it has chosen to play in history. The Israelites did not choose to become slaves in Egypt. That was
a fate thrust upon them by someone else. They did, however, choose to become God’s people at
Sinai when they said, We will do and obey (Ex. 24:7). '

Destiny, call, vocation, purpose, task: these create not a machaneh but an edah, not a camp but

a congregation. (Rabbi Jonathan Sacks Summary of Kol Dodi Dofek)

The Jewish people constitute an edah when they are united in acknowledging and loving God,
and when they have a shared desire to live a sanctified life. In such times they form an edah not
because they take pride in their intellectuals, scientific geniuses, or inspired authors. Their edah
is distinguished by virtue of its embrace of the prophets, tannaim, amoraim, and other holy and
heroic people who forged the character of the nation of Israel. When constituting such an edah,
the Jewish nation is recognized for its holiness, ethical purity, humility, eternity and nobility of
spirit. In all these ways it sanctifies its physical existence in relation to both man and God. In such
times, Adas Yisrael is bathed in a sea of divine light, an ocean of eternal radiance, from which Gods
Shechinah emerges. Blessed are the leaders who are privileged to stand at the head of such an entity,
filled with tranquility, joy and spiritual fulfillment in leading the Jewish people in accordarnce with
the Torah of Israel and the mesorah of its forefathers!

There are also times when Jews come together as a machanch—whether out of the fear of an
AmaleK o a Haman, ot because it is impossible for them to assifilate. Such is the case in our own
time, when our sanctity is diminished, Shabbos is in exile, Jewish family life is under assault, and
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united us in the past. Today we are forced to invoke intellectual and pragmatic considerations tor
Jewish solidarity. such as fear of the enemy who despises us, or shared economic interests that often
entail a disregard for the mitzvos. But such things by themselves cannot bind our camp together
in Jasting fashion. Yes, it is true that some of us come together occasionally for the sake of mutual
protection, but_ this has no staying power, for there is no strong group identity. Proof can be found
in the dismal failure of American Jewry when it comes to its organizational life. How much ink
has been spilled, how many quills have been broken. how much energy and effort expended in
attempting to consolidate the Jews in this country into a single entity! It is all to no avail.

Where there is no shared spiritual vision, fear and trepidation are the only recourse to bring peo-
ple together. But fear is a negative emotion, utterly incapable of building a lasting unity. Even though
a machanch might be formed on an emergency basis. its internal divisions will always resurface
once the danger has passed. The only unity among Jews that can persist over time is the unity of an
edah, which, like a tzibbur or kahal, is characterized not by shared fear or anxiety. but by a collective
spiritual goal and purpose. (Rabbi Basil Herring Summary of Yahrzeit Derashah, 1943: Diviei Harav, pp. 43-45)
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